
    HI Folks 

 Another busy year for the Society. Starting with the annual plant 

sale in May. Again it proved to be a success thanks to our members and 

town folks who donated plants and flowers. September saw our Iron Rail 

Days festivities. Lots of town folks came out to supports us. I find it heart-

ening to have the community come together for this event. Can’t forget 

the visit from Santa. This is a service we extent to the community's little 

folks. It is wonderful to watch them visiting Santa and his helpers. I’d like 

to thank the local 4H group for all their help with these events. It would 

be hard to pull them off without their help. 

 This summer saw lots of visitors to our town. We even had folks 

from as far away as Arizona. The big tour was from the Harley Owners 

Group ( HOGS )  They were here for a 2 day event then came back in the 

fall for another tour. This was our first attempt at outside groups. They 

were loaded up for a hay ride for the tour, thanks to Tom Beal our tractor 

driver. We were very pleased at the outcome. Not only were they amazed  

at our history but also with our town today and the things we’ve been 

able to save. Looking forward to having them back next summer. 

 This year also saw some major changes to our town. Yep, I’m talk-

ing about the double lines down Main St. breaking a 175 year tradition. 

Can’t forget the parking lot. It is a much needed addition to Mt Savage 

Not only does it provide parking, it also makes the Main St. area look a 

lot better. I for one am happy to see it. The water line project has been 

completed and the construction equipment is gone. All the roads have 

been paved with new guard rails installed where needed. Mt. Savage is in 

better condition now than it has ever been. Let’s take care of it. 

 On a sad note, our  town has been experiencing a rash of vandal-

ism. Break-in's and rocks thrown at the town clock. Please keep a look 

out for yourselves and your neighbors. It’s your town, don’t let a few bad 

apples ruin it for everyone. 

            We’ve added a Facebook page. It’s been doing great with over 

900 likes so far. Believe it or not the most viewed post has been for the 

recipe for Mt Savage Potato candy with 18,728 views.  

        My thanks to all who have contributed to making Mount Savage a 

wonderful place to live. 

See You  Around Town                                                Dennis L. Lashley   

Letter from the President 

Mount Savage Historical Society  

 

Officers 

President  Dennis Lashley 

Vice Pres.  Cora Carter 

Secretary   Carol Denning 

Treasurer   John Crump 

 

Jan.  2015 

Coming Events:  
 
Annual Plant Sale 
May 9th 
 
Iron Rail Days 
Sept. 12—13 
 
Santa’s Workshop 
Dec. 12th. 

If you haven’t re-
newed your 2014 
membership. Please 
remember to send 
your dues ($7.00)  
and any extra dona-
tions to : 
 
Mt Savage Historical 
Society. 

PO Box 401 
Mt Savage MD. 
 
Website : 
   www.mtsavage.info 
  
   Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/
mtsavagehistoricalso-
ciety 



From the President…..During the past year we’ve lost  5 valued members of the Historic Society.  I personally will miss 
them and the Society will miss their goodwill and support. Goodbye my friends, you won’t be forgotten. 

Vince had many interests, he loved doing things for the town of Mount Savage. In his younger years 

you could find him on his lawnmower cutting grass in the town and clearing areas to be cut. Vince and 

his wife loved to travel and visited all 50 states and 18 foreign countries. They were also antique col-

lectors where you could find them at flea markets, auctions, and antique shows. Vince was a member 

of the Mount Savage Methodist Church, Mason Dixon Lions Club where he had served as president, 

Allegany County and Mount Savage Historical Society, during which he had a train display in the 

Mount Savage Bank for the benefit of the Mount Savage Historical Society. He was instrumental in 

clearing the Lions Parklet while planting and caring for the flowers for many years. Mr. Thompson 

had membership in the Telephone Pioneers, and past master of Kemp Lodge 154 AF & AM in Mount 

Savage, as well as a member of the Mount Savage Hall of Honor 

 

Jill Ellen Corrado, 69, of Mount Savage, passed away on Monday, Sept. 22, 2014, in the presence of her 

friends and family. 

 Jill is survived by husband, Gunter Corrado; daughter, Jeannie Uhler; son, Anthony Corrado. Also sur-

viving is son-in-law James Uhler. Jill is also survived by grandchildren, Roxanne Gonzales and husband 

Mike Gonzales, Amanda Corrado-Harris and Melissa Corrado and two great grandchildren, Hudson 

Gonzales and Brooke Gonzales. 

Born Oct. 1, 1944, in Washington, D.C., she was the daughter of Walter and Eleanor Fetherston. She 
was preceded in death by her brother, Guy Fetherston. She went to St. Francis Xavier School, St. Pat-
rick’s Academy and graduated in 1962. Jill had a generous soul and a strong faith in God. She loved 
celebrating life through her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
 

Kenneth Windemuth built his family’s home and enjoyed working and helping other family members and 

friends with their building and remodeling projects. He built a speculation house and owned an apartment 

house. Kenneth obtained a registered copyright with the Library of Congress in 1948 for an original song 

(words and music) that he had written. He was awarded a patent on his single-person boat moving appa-

ratus. 

Kenneth was the first to admit that there was not much in life that he did not try to do and he was always 
eager to share stories of his adventures. There was not any challenge in life that he did not face head on 
and do his very best. Kenneth was a devoted husband and father. Those of us, who truly knew him, will 
miss his physical presence; however, his teachings, preachings, and love for life will live on forever. 

 
Mary Alice Windemuth worked at McCrory's Department store as a clerk. She made home visits as a census 

worker. She earned a position as a clerk for the Post Office, and accumulated her hours toward retirement by 

working between the Mount Savage Post Office and the evening shift in Cumberland. Mary Alice served as 

the Officer in Charge at the Ellerslie Post Office. She was appointed Postmaster of the Mount Savage Post 

Office and worked in that position until her retirement in 1985. She was a member of Saint Patrick’s Catho-

lic Church, Mount Savage, and the Sodality. She was also a member of the National Association of Retired 

Federal Employees. 

Mary Alice enjoyed seeing and talking to the many people who frequented the Post Office and took much 
pleasure in watching the young families and their children grow up. She enjoyed meeting people and sharing 

time with them. 
 
Wilbert R. Paul  97.   Wilbert became a chair for Allegany SDC in 1947 and a member of the state com-
mittee in 1965. When it was organized in 1971, he served as chairman from 1971 t 1974. In 1975—1977, 
he served as chair of Maryland Association of Soil Conservation Districts. He was the first supervisor to 
serve 60 years. 
     Wilbert was a church leader of the Methodist church, devoting many hours to his church and neigh-
bors, teaching Sunday school and serving a lay leader. 
      Anyone who attended Mt Savage School will tell you that anytime an event was being held at school 
you would be sure to see Wilbert there. 
       There aren’t enough words to tell his story. So many accomplishments, from raising his children to 

caring for the farm he loved. Wilbert gave his all to whatever he did. He loved our community and played a big role in  making 
it a place we all want to live. 



 
 I’ve had a lot of questions about Mr. Dietle . Lannie has spent many years researching the Turkey 
Foot Road. You may ask why that is important to Mt Savage. It represents the very beginning of Mt. Sav-
age. Until this road was built there was no road west of Cumberland. It brought the first settlers to what we 
now call Mile Lane area and provided them with access to the markets in Cumberland. Lannie gave the 
rights for publication of this book to the Historical Society. Thru his generosity this book has help us main-
tain our building and complete several projects.  

Excerpt from an interview with Lannie . To read the entire article, go to :  
http://triblive.com/x/dailycourier/news/s_714894.html#axzz3NrjDT9E9 

“In Search of the Turkey Foot Road: From Ft. Cumberland to the North Fork of the Youghiogheny." 

The book takes readers through a fascinating history in our own backyards. Written by Lannie Dietle and 
Michael McKenzie, the co-authors relied on maps, property surveys, aerial photographs, crop marks, land-
scape scars, oral traditions and local guides. 

Salisbury Mayor Harry Ringler Sr. and Mt. Savage amateur historian and archaeologist Francis Bridges, 
helped the men delineate the route in detail. They retrace the historic and nearly forgotten route, highlight-

ing the section between Cumberland and Confluence. This Indian 
trail along the northwestern Maryland and Southwestern Pennsylva-
nia border led traders, drovers, travelers and settlers into the Ameri-
can frontier. 

George Washington made mention of Turkey Foot in reference to 
the confluence of the Casselman River and Laurel Hill Creek with 
the Youghiogheny River, at present day Confluence. 

The antecedent to the Turkey Foot Road, traditionally called the Tur-
key Foot Trail, was an Indian trading path. In 1749, the colonies of 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Maryland, at the request of the Miami 
Indians, made improvements to this route to facilitate easier trade 
between Pickawillany (Piqua), in what's now Ohio, and Wills Creek 
(Cumberland), Md. English trade flourished along this primary corri-
dor into the contested Ohio territory and tensions with the French 
mounted. The authors contend that these tensions provoked the first 
large-scale attack of the French and Indian War, at Pickawillany in 
1752. 

"In Search of the Turkey Foot Road" is meticulously researched and abundantly documented, with almost 
80 appendices and 460 maps, figures and photos. The reader's curiosity is piqued throughout about the 
people, places and events that transpire. Connellsville is mentioned 36 times. 

This book presents the first comprehensive research and documentation examining the Turkey Foot Road. 
The 342-page book transports the reader from a corridor that continues to define us today as descendants 
of those who braved the elements and events of the early American wilderness to make homes and leave 
legacies, in a new land of boundless opportunity. 

Dietle, who lives and writes from his home in Houston, Texas, draws upon his ancestral connections and 
childhood memories in Somerset County for his writing. McKenzie, who descended from one of the first 
settlers in Mt. Savage, led the project's local research. He lives in Barrelville and works in Cumberland, 
Md. The co-authors and editor Nancy E. Thoerig found that they share ancestors who traveled this road 
and settled along it. They suspect that many thousands of Americans can similarly trace their lineage to 
settlers along the Turkey Foot Road. 



Phase 4 of the Furnace project has been completed. Thanks to Belt contracting we now have a wonderful 
tapered hill side along the old furnace. 
Grass has begun to grown and the entire 
valley will be green come spring. When we 
started this project way back in 2006 we 
never imagined this much could be com-
pleted in such a short time. All the trees and 
brush have been cleared, leveled and plant-
ed. Making it an ideal site for the future 
Wilbert Iron Furnace Park. Now it’s up to 
the Historic Trust and other donors to step 
up and help with the stabilization of the 
stone works. So far we’ve not been able to 
convince anyone of the significance of this 
structure but we keep trying. Next summer 
we hope to make a parking area to the left 
of the furnace and road way to the park area 
on the right side under the trees. Most of 
the park area has already been cleared with 
2 picnic tables. This area is ideal for those of you who are Walkers. You can come up by the post office, 
walk around the furnace then follow the trail to Old Row past the Museum, then on down to  Main Street. 

Yes, there was a school on Bald Knob. It served the farm community along with miners  who worked the mines on the 
Knob. It was located along Bear Camp road near Charlie Bittners house. Bear Camp road was also on part of the Turkey 
Foot Road. 



Volumes I and II are a compilation of News stories, Magazine articles and Mining journals . 
Each contains 100 pages to give you an in site into what life was like in Mount Savage. From 
the very beginning, Mount Savage was an industrial power house.  Iron, clay and coal mining, 
Locomotive shops, foundry and brickworks employed around 4000 workers. 

Volumes III and IV are a compilation of  Photos from Mount Savage past along with interesting 
photos of the surrounding communities.. Each contains 100 pages to give you a feel for what 
life was like in Mount Savage over the years. 

The profit from these books go to the maintenance and restoration of buildings in Mt Savage. 
The time and effort to produce was done by Society volunteers at no cost to the Society. Each 
Book is priced at $25 but all 4 can be purchased as a set for $80. They can be purchased online 
at www.mtsavage.info or sending a check to : Mount Savage Historical Society      P.O. Box 
401   Mt Savage Md.    21545 

Recently uncovered photograph of the inside of the Methodist church the way it was . 



2014 Mt. Savage Historical Society Membership Form 

   We rely on dues, donations and fundraisers to keep our organization operational. All do-
nations go to renovating and maintaining our historic buildings and sites. It also allows us to 
continue educational programs for area children. Please take a few minutes to fill out and re-
turn this form to the address provided, along with your dues and donations. We appreciate 
your support & thank you for helping to preserve the rich history of our town. 

Name______________________________________Phone_________________ 

Mailing Address____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address_____________________________________________________ 

Dues  $7.00 per member ______________Extra Donation_________________ 

We need help with different events and projects that we hold throughout the year. 
Please indicate here, if you would be able to help in any capacity: 

Please return this form, along with $7.00 per member to: 

Mt. Savage Historical Society, PO Box 401, Mt. Savage, MD 21545 

Mount Savage Historical Society 
P.O. 401 
Mount Savage Md.   21545 


